


Papilio (Princeps) demoleus






Some characteristics of swallowtails

The osmeterium is the swallowtail
caterpillar’s defensive scent-gland — a
unique structure found in all species
for which the larvae are known

The chrysalis is attached
by a silk base-pad — the
cremaster, and a silk
girdle (except Parnassius)

Wing venation:
Forewing vein 2A is
separate






The Parnassiinae — only found in the northern hemisphere —
are usually divided among seven genera

Archon apollinus — one of two
species of the genus Archon



Hypermnestra helios — the only species in the genus



Fifty or more species belong to the genus Parnassius — this is
Parnasssius eversmanni, placed by some specialists in subgenus
Driopa, one of about six subgroups often recognised









Luehdorfia japonica— one of four species in the genus



Sericinus montela — the only species of this
graceful swallowtail genus



Zerynthia rumina — one of seven species in this
colourful parnassiine genus









Graphium androcles — one of
half a dozen kite swallowtail

species only found on the island
of Sulawesi












Mimoides is a Central
and South American
genus of kite
swallowtails with
about 12 species












Teinopalpus imperialis, one of just two members of the
tribe Teinopalpini



The tribe Troidini
(pipe-vine
swallowtails)
comprises 12
genera






The 14 species of
Byasa pipevine
swallowtails include
the striking Byasa
polyeuctes from the
Sino-Himalayan
region



From Australia, the
sexes of Cressida
cressida, the only

member of this
curious pipevine
swallowtail genus,
differ in wing shape
and colour















The Madagascan
Pharmacophagus
antenor, the only
member of the
genus, and the only
pipevine swallowtail
from the Afrotropics






Trogonoptera brookiana, one of two species which make up the
smallest birdwing genus



Ornithoptera, the third
genus of birdwings,
includes about 12
species found from the
Spice Islands eastwards
through New Guinea
to the Solomons






Meandrusa
payeni from
India, one of
just three
members of
the genus



Papilio paradoxa from
Vietnam, one of a group of
about ten species often
regarded as belonging to a
separate genus or
subgenus, Chilasa

Papilio, with as many as 200
species, is the largest
swallowtail genus — but various
divisions are recognised



Papilio maraho from Taiwan, one of two species often placed
in Agehana — a group recently transferred to Pterourus






Papilio krishna — one of
the ‘gloss papilios’

This group of about
24 Indo-Australian
species is often
placed in the
subgenus or genus
Achillides



Papilio anactus, a very distinctive swallowtail from Australia
sometimes placed its own separate subgenus, Eleppone






Papilio thoas, one of about 30 Papilionini from the Americas
often placed in the subgenus or genus Heraclides















The machaon group comprises eight swallowtail
species found in the northern hemisphere,
including North Africa



This presentation has been created solely for non-profit educational use. The
design of the overall presentation is copyright Swallowtail and Birdwing
Butterfly Trust but may be copied for educational and non-profit use.

Visit our website: www.sbbt.org.uk

The photographs contained in this presentation have been copied from
various online freely-available sources and the authors are most grateful for
their use. Any inadvertent infringement of copyright is much regretted and

will be corrected. Please write to info@sbbt.org.uk

The classification is based largely on
Hauser C, de Jong R, Lamas G, Robbins RK, Smith CR, Vane-Wright RI. 2005.
Papilionidae — revised GloBIS/GART species checklist (2" draft).
http://www.insects-online.de/frames/papilio.htm
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